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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 

Sanitary  Committee. 

Mr.  Cliairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  place  before  you  the  Annual  Report  of  tlie 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1946. 

As  elsewhere  in  the  Country,  the  development  of  the 
Borough  Health  Services  and  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  living  have  been  severely  retarded  as  a result  of  the  war. 
The  greatest  effect  has,  of  course,  been  on  housing,  on  the 
provision  of  much  needed  new  houses  and  on  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  reasonably  satisfactory  property.  In  con- 
sequence, many  people  continue  to  live  under  overcrowded 
and  unhygienic  conditions,  with  no  immediate  prospect  of 
relief.  Of  this  and  the  present  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
improvement  you  are  well  aware. 

A reasonably  efficient  service  has  been  provided  in  the 
face  of  the  many  difficulties,  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of 
the  staff  and  your  continued  interest,  support  and  under- 
standing, and  I am  glad  to  report  that  there  has  been  no 
serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  or  definite  indication 
of  any  adverse  affect  on  the  general  health  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  past  year  has  seen  a considerable  increase  in  the 
birth  rate.  243  births  occurred,  as  compared  with  171 
during  the  previous  year.  Even  so,  the  increase  is  less 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  On  the  other 
hand,  fixe  death  rate  has  declined  slightly  and  the  number 
of  deaths  was  less  by  10  than  the  total  live  births. 


I regret  to  report  that  two  mothers  died  in  childbirth 
and  that  21  potential  citizens  were  lost ; 9 as  still  births  and 
12  before  they  reached  their  first  birthday. 

As  mentioned  above,  there  has  been  no  serious  out- 
break of  infectious  disease.  A small  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
occurred  early  in  the  year  but  was  checked  by  prompt 
action.  In  fact,  the  total  number  of  notifications  of  infec- 
tious disease  shows  a marked  fall  on  last  year’s  figure.  The 
most  marked  decrease  has  been  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet 
Fever . In  addition,  there  were  less  deaths  from  these 
diseases,  in  particular  from  pneumonia.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  diphtheria. 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  and  attendances  have  increased  by  over 
12%.  There  has,  in  particular,  been  a gratifying  increase 
in  the  number  of  babies  under  one  year  of  age.  Attendance 
of  expectant  mothers  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  has  increased 
considerably,  nearly  twice  as  many  mothers  attending  as 
did  last  year.  Even  so,  having  regard  to  the  birth  rate,  I 
am  not  satisfied  that  the  ante-natal  facilities  available  are 
yet  fully  realised. 


I am, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Section  A 


Statistics 

and 

Social  Conditions 
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STATISTICS. 

Ai  •ea  (in  acres)  8,195 

Population  (Census,  1931)  ...  ...  ...  16,039 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  mid-year 

population  for  1946  . !.  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census,  1931)  ...  4,856 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946, 

according  to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  ...^. . 5,255 

Rateable  Value  £87,659 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £341 


Population, 

The  Registrar-General5  s estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  for  1946  shows  an  increase  of  480  in  the  total 
population,  on  1945,  which  is  now  estimated  as  being  14,000 


Live  Births, 


Female 


Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 
110  7 117 

109  8 117 


219  15  234 


Still  Births, 

Male 3 1 

Female  ...  -. . . 5 Nil. 


4 


5 


8 1 

Total  Registered  Births  for  1946  243 

Total  Registered  Births  for  1945  171 

Live  Birth  Rate: 

For  year  1946  ...  ...  ...  ... 

For  year  1945  ...  % ... 

For  5 year  average  1941-1945...  ... 
Increase  in  1946  on  1945  ...  ... 
Increase  in  1946  on  5 year  average 
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16.7 

12.1 

13.2 

4.6 
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Still  Birth  Bate  per  1,000  total  births  for  .1940: 

(Live  and  Still  Births) 37 


Live  Birth  Bate  for  Englan 

(1  and  Wales 

for  1940  . . . 

19.1 

Total  Registered  Deaths: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

For  1940  ... 

......  104 

120 

224 

For  1945 

......  104 

120 

991 

6jhJ JC 

Crude  Death  Rate : 

For  1940  ...  -. ..  ...  ...  ...  16.6 

For  1945  ...  ...  ...  •. ...  ...  16.5 

For  5 years  average  1941-1945...  10.0 

Decrease  in  1946  on  1945  -. ..  0.5 

Difference  in  1940  on  5 years  average  Nil. 

Crude  Death  Bate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1940  ...  11.5 

Total  Maternal  Deaths  in  1940 ...  .......  2 

Total  Maternal  Deaths  in  1945  ...  ...........  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births: 

For  vear  1946  ...  .. 8.54 

For  year  1945  ...  - Nil. 

For  5 year  average  1941-1945-. . . ...  ...  2.99 

Increase  in  1940  on  1945  8.54 

Increase  in  1940  on  5 year  average  ...  5.55 

Total  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (Live  and  Still  Births)  : 


For  year  1940 

8.23 

For  vear  1945  . 

Nil. 

••• 

For  5 year  average  1941-1945 

* 

2.87 

Increase  in  1940  on  1945  ...  . 

cn 

CQ 

00 

Increase  in  1940  on  5 vear  average  ... 

5.36 
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Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under  I year: 

For  1946 : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 
Male  ...  ...  5 Nil.  5 

Female  •...  7 Nil.  7 

12  Nil.  12 

For  1945 : 

Male  ......  1 Nil.  1 

Female  4 Nil.  4 

5 Nil.  5 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births:  . 

For  year  1946  ...  ....  51 

For  year  1945  ...  ...  ...  30 

For  5 year  average  1941-1945  43 

Increase  in  1946  on  1945  ...  ...  ...  21 

Increase  in  1946  on  5 year  average  8 

Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1946  43 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: 

For  year  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.35 

For  year  1945  «...  ...  ...  Nil. 

For  5 year  average  1941-1945  0.23 

Increase  in  1946  on  1945  ...  • 0.35 

Increase  in  1946  on  5 year  average  ...  0.12 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer : 

For  year  1946  ...  ...  ...  2.14 

For  year  1945  ...  ...  ...  2.81 

For  5 year  average  1941-1945  ...  2.09 

Decrease  in  1946  on  1945-. 0.67 

Increase  in  1946  on  5 year  average  ...  -. ..  0.05 
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Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  : 

Year  1946'... ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Year  1945  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  : 

Year  1946'.., ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Year  1945  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  : 

Year  1946...  4 

Year  1945  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  Not  Immunised: 

Year  1946  ,..  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Year  1945  ...  . .. 3 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (ail  ages)  Immunised: 

Year  1946-...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Year  1945  ...  ...  Nil. 


As  in  previous  years,  heart  disease  is  again  responsible 
for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  82  deaths  being  certified 
as  due  to  this  cause.  Cancer  and  malignant  disease 
accounted  for  30  deaths.  Details  of  the  principal  causes  of 
death  during  1946,  are  given  in  Table  1. 
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TABLE  I. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1946. 

Causes  of  Death  Number  of  Deaths. 

Typhoid  aud  paratyphoid  fevers  — 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ...  — 

Scarlet  fever — 

Whooping  cough  — 

Diphtheria ...  — 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  5 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis — 


Syphilitic  diseases 1 

Influenza 4 

Measles  ...  ...  — 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis  — 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  (all  forms)  30 

Diabetes 2 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  32 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  82 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system...  ...  5 

Bronchitis  ...  12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  2 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  4 

Appendicitis — 

Other  digestive  diseases  4 

Nephritis 10 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis ......  1 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  1 

Premature  birth 4 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries, 

infantile  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicide 1 

Road  traffic  accidents ...  2 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

All  other  causes 10 


224 


33 


Social  Conditions  and  Chief  Industries 
carried  on  in  the  District: 

Housing  iis  still  a major  problem  confronting  the 
Council.  In  addition  to  tlie'  shortage  of  working-class 
dwellings,  houses  which  would  have  been  demolished  but 
for  the  very  grave  shortage,  are  still  being  used  and  the 
condition  of  many  is  extremely  bad.  Lack  of  labour  and 
materials  also  presents  a major  obstacle  to  the  essential 
repair  and  maintenance  of  otherwise  satisfactory  dwellings. 
Unemployment  in  the  district  is  very  low.  The  main  in- 
dustries carried  on  in  the  area  are : — 


Cotton - 77.5% 

Building  and  Contracting  ...  ...  «...  ...  4.5% 

Distributive  Trades ...«...,  5.0% 

Public  Offices,  etc.  ...  .......... 3.0% 

Engineering  ...  «...  ...  2.5% 

Quarrying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.0% 

Other  Trades  and  Professions ...  5.5% 


t 


\ 


. 


Section  B 


General  Provision 
of 

Health  Services 
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Staff  : 

A list  of  the  staff  is  given  at  tlie  commencement  of' 
this  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities: 

Throat  swabs,  specimens  of  blood,  faeces,  etc.  are 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 
Milk  and  water  samples  are  sent  to  the  same  laboratory. 
Water  is  also  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Preston. 
Sputum  is  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  by 
the  Area  Tuberculosis  Offices  at  Accrington. 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  laboratory  diagnosis  of 

o 

venereal  disease  at  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  at  Burv, 
Blackburn  and  Burnley. 

For  details  of  examinations  carried  out  during  the 
year  see  Table  VI  and  Table  X. 

Ambulance  Facilities : 

The  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board  Motor 
Ambulance  is  used  for  the  conveyance  to  hospital  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  the  Local  Authority  paying  the  cost 
of  removal.  Non-infectio.us,  accident  and  maternity  cases 
are  conveyed  to  hospital  by  the  Haslingden  Corporation 
Motor  Ambulance,  which  is  also  used  for  the  conveyance 
of  cases  to  and  from  Greenfield  Massage  and  X-Itay  Centre 
when  necessary.  During  the  year  ending  olst  December, 
1946,  the  Haslingden  Corporation  Motor  Ambulance 
removed  1256  cases  and  travelled  21,174  miles. 

.Reciprocal  arrangements  are  made  with  Kawtenstall 
Borough  for  the  use  of  ambulances  in  case  of  a breakdown. 
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Home  Nursing : 

General  nursing  in  the-  area  is  carried  out  by  tire  Local 
Nursing  Association,  who  employ  three  nurses.  This 
Nursing  Association  does  not  undertake  the  nursing  of 
maternity  cases,  monthly  nursing,  or  the  nursing  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 

Midwives : 

The  T jancasliire  County  Council  employs  two  full-time 
midwives  who  are  resident  within  the  Borough. 

Clin  ics  and  Treatment  Centres: 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
Weekly  on  Tuesday  afternoons  in  the  Clinic, 

Manchester  Rd.,  between  2 p.m.  and  4 p.m. 

Fortnightly  on  Monday  afternoons  (1st  and  3rd) 
at  Sion  Methodist  School,  Helm  shore,  be- 
tween 2-30  p.m.  and  4 p.m. 

(b)  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Weekly  on  Friday  mornings  at  the  Clinic,  Man- 
chester Road.  Special  Cases  are  referred  to 
Doctor  C.  E.  B.  Rickards  at  the  Ivay  Street 
Clinic,  Rawtenstall. 

(c)  School  Clinic,  Manchester  Road  : 

Minor  Ailments — Daily  9 a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

School  Medical  Officer’s  Inspection  Clinic — 

Fridays  — 10  a.m. 

(d)  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Children  suffering  from  orthopaedic  defects  are  referred 
when  necessary,  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  Rawtenstall, 
which  is  held  each  Wednesday  morning.  The  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  attends  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month. 
Further  details  regarding  orthopaedic  treatment  are  given 
later  in  this  section. 
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(e)  Special  Ear,  Eye,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic — 
Once  a month  by  appointment. 

(f)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Sessions — 

By  appointment. 

(g*)  Actinotherapy  Clinic: 

Facilities  for  artificial  light  treatment  are  provided  at 
the  Manchester  Road  Clinic,  where  a Sun  Lamp  has  been 
installed.  Treatment  is  also  provided  at  Greenfield  Massage 
and  X - R ay  Centre  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  where 
treatment  can  be  carried  out  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Practitioner  concerned  with  the  case. 

(h)  Greenfield  Massage  and  X-Ray  Centre. 

This  is  a branch  of  the  Moorland  Public  Assistance 
Institution.  It  is  situated  in  Haslingden  and  provides 
facilities  for  massage,  electrical  treatment  and  X-Ray  work. 
The  work  is  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  at 
Moorlands,  who  is  assisted  by  a Radiologist.  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  Area  may  refer  cases  to  the  Centre, 
where  they  are  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer.  Payment  is 
made  direct  to  the  Centre  or  recommendations  for  treat- 
ment and  for  radiographs  can  be  obtained  through  the 
Workpeople’s  Hospital  Fund  by  contributors  to  this  fund, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Practitioner  con- 
cerned. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  have  a Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Accrington,  which  is  open  for  consultation 
and  treatment  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  each  week  at 
2 p.m.  Radiographic  facilities  are  available.  The  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of'  Health  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Area. 
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(j)  Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 

Patients  may  attend  any  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Clinics.  Diagnosis,  treatment  and  supervision  is  confiden- 
tial and  provided  free. 

HOSPITALS. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases : 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
is  provided  at  the  Florence  Nightingale  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  Bury.  This  is  the  hospital  of  the  Bury  and  Dis- 
trict Joint  Hospital  Board,  with  which  this  Authority  has 
an  agreement.  Cases  are  admitted  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(b)  Maternity  Cases. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  maternity  cases  is  pro- 
vided at  the  Moorland  Maternitv  Home,  Rawtenstall,  at 
the  Maternity  Department  of  Bury  Infirmary  and  at  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester. 

(c)  General  Medical  and  Surgical. 

Hospital  accommodation  is  available  for  general 
medical  and  surgical  cases  at  the  voluntary  hospitals  in 
Manchester,  Bury,  Blackburn  and  Accrington.  Grants 
are  made  from  the  local  Workpeople’s  Hospital  Fund  and 
assistance  provided  in  necessitous  cases  by  the  Local 
Authority. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

During  1946,  the  total  births  notified  direct  was  264 
live  births  and  9 still  births. 


Th  ese  births  occurred  as  follows 


1.  Moorland  Maternity  Home  (Delivered  by 
Doctors  13,  by  Midwives  62)  ... 


(0 
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2.  Domiciliary  ...  • ....  124 

3.  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Homes  outside 

tire  Borougdi  oilier  than  Moorland 

Maternity  Home  - 44 




Health  Visiting. 

Two  lady  Health  Visitors,  who  are  also  employed  as 
School  Nurses  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  are 
employed  by  the  Council.  All  newly  born  children  are 
visited,  the  first  visit  being  made  io  coincide  with  the  final 
visit  of  the  Midwife,  except  in  cases  where  special  treat- 
ment is  required,  when  the  Health  Visitors  attend  as  soon 
as  they  are  notified. 

All  babies  are  ultimately  referred  to  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  it  is  recommended  that  they 
attend  periodically  until  they  commence  school  life.  In 
cases  where  circumstances  require  it,  the  Health  Visitors 
visit  the  children  at  home. 

During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  visits  were 
made : — < 

(a)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age  : 

First  Visits  ...  223 
Total  Visits  ...  686 

(b)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  : 608 

Infant  Welfare  Centre: 

1.  A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  opens  weekly, 
on  Tuesday  between  2 p.m.  and  4 p.m.,  in  the  Clinic,  Man- 
chester Road. 

2.  A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  opens  at  the 
ITelmshore  Clinic  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  each 
month,  between  2-30  p.m.  and  4 p.m. 


Number  of  meetings  at  Ilaslingden 52 

Number  of  meetings  at  Helmsliore  25 

Tbe  following  attendances  were  recorded  during  the 
year : — ■ 

(a)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  tlie  Centres  during 


the  year: 

1.  By  children  under  one  year  .......  .-  2365 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 

years ...  . . . - 1653 


(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  the 
Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date 

~ t j 


of  their  first  attendance  were : 

1.  Under  one  year  of  age  ...........  ...  ...  167 

2.  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 17 


(c)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and 
who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  were: 

y t. 


1.  Under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...........  141 

2.  Over  one  year  of  age  -. ..  ...  239 


During  the  year,  240  consultations  were  given  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  mothers  attending  the 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

* 

The  above  figures  show  an  increase  in  attendances  on 
last  year.  No  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  or 
maintained  by  Voluntary  Associations. 

Supply  of  Food  and  Milk: 

The  supply  of  liquid  milk,  fruit  juice  and  cod  liver  oil 
for  children,  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  has  been 
issued  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres.  5,192  lbs,  of  dried 
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milk  were  supplied  during’  tlie  year.  The  usual  arrange- 
ments for  supply  of  nourishments  have  been  continued  at 
the  Centres. 

Wartime  Nurseries: 

The  Wartime  Nursery,  established  in  the  yard  of  the 
Haslingden  Modern  School,  was  discontinued  on  31st 
March,  1946.  Nursery  Classes  established  at  Haslingden 
County  Primary  School  and  Helmshore  County  Primary 
School  are  open  from  7 a. m.  to  6 p.m.  for  children  from  3 
to  5 years  of  age. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment  of  Crippled  Children: 

Under  the  Lancashire  County  Scheme  adopted  jointly 
with  Rawtenstall  and  Bacup  Corporations,  children  requir- 
ing advice  or  treatment  for  orthopaedic  defects  are  referred 
to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  situated  at  6 Kay  Street,  Raw  ten- 
stall.  The  Clinic  is  held  every  Wednesday,  the  Ortho- 
paedic  Surgeon  attending  once  monthly  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday.  Hospital  treatment  is  available,  when  neces- 
sary, at  Biddulplr  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital  or  the 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Under  this  scheme,  children  from  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  are  dealt  with.  During^  1946,  18 
children  in  this  category  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  by  these  child- 
ren was  60,  of  which  24  were  at  the  ordinary  clinic  and  36 
when  the  Surgeon  was  in  attendance. 

One  child  received  institutional  treatment  at  Biddulph 
Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital  during  1946. 

Diseases  of  Ear,  Nose,  Throat  and  Eye: 

13  children  under  school  age  were  referred  to  Hr. 
Harry’s  Clinic  during  the  year,  11  being  ophthalmic  cases 
and  2 for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 
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Of  tlie  ophthalmic  cases,  3 were  prescribed  spectacles 
and  3 change  of  lenses. 

The  two  cases  examined  for  enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids  were  recommended  for  operative  treatment,  and 
this  was  carried  out  at  the  “ Hanie  ” Nursing  Home,  Roch- 
dale, by  Dr.  Harry. 

Dental  Cases : 

These  are  referred  to  the  Dental  Surgeon  who  attends 
the  Manchester  Road  Clinic  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of 
each  week. 

Acti notherapy : 

During  194G,  23  infants  made  1G5  attendances  for  arti- 
ficial light  treatment  at  the  Manchester  Road  Clinic,  where 
a mercury  vapour  lamp  was  installed  in  1944. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Children: 

Facilities  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  children  are 
available  at  Moorland  Infirmary,  Rawtenstall,  Bury  In- 
firmary, Burnley  Victoria,  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital 
and  other  hospitals  in  the  Manchester,  Bury,  Burnley  and 
Rawtenstall  Areas. 


Cases  for  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  operative 
correction  of  squint,  or  other  ear,  nose,  throat  or  eye  opera- 
tions are  normally  admitted  to  Dr.  Harry’s  Nursing  Home, 
Rochdale. 

Cases  of  phimosis  for  circumcision  are  normally  re- 
ferred to  Bury  Infirmary. 

Orthopaedic  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  the  Lancashire  County  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
at  Biddulpli,  under  arrangements  made  with  the  County. 
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Ante-Natal  Centre. 

(a)  An  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  on  Friday  morning  of 
each  week  at  tlie  Manchester  Hoad  Clinic.  Special  cases 
are  referred  to  Dr.  C.  E.  13.  Rickards  at  the  Kay  Street 
Clinic,  Rawtenstall. 

68  expectant  mothers  made  174  attendances  at  the 
Haslingden  Clinic. 

(b)  The  Lancashire  County  Council  have  established 
an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  Moorland  Maternity'  Home  for 
cases  to  be  admitted  there  for  confinement. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  are  resident  in 
Haslingden,  who  have  attended  the  Moor- 
land Ante-Natal  Clinic  during  1946  ......  74 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  the  above  584 

Institutional  Provision  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

The  arrangements  made  with  Moorland  Maternity 
Home  have  continued.  75  mothers,  normally  resident 
within  the  Borough  were  confined  there  during  the  year. 

There  are  facilities  for  special  and  urgent  cases  at 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  and  at  Bury  Infirmary. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia : 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Puerperal  Pyrexia)  Regu- 
lations, 1989,  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Local 
Authority  for  the  provision  of  the  services  of  a Consultant, 
for  the  necessary  bacteriological  examinations  and  for  the 
provision  of  hospital  treatment,  where  these  are  asked  for 
by  the  Medical  Practitioner  notifying  the  case.  The  Health 
Visitors  visit  each  case. 

There  were  2 cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  during 
1946,  one  case  being  removed  to  hospital  and  the  other  case 
being  treated  at  home. 


25 


Ophthalmic  Neonatorum. 

Two  notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were 
received  during;  the  year.  Particulars  of  the  cases  are  given 
in  Table  II. 

TABLE  II. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Notified 

Treated 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired 

Vision 

Im- 

paired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Deahs 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

• 

2 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

... 

1 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act: 

Tlie  provisions  of  the  Act  are  advertised  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  Health  Visitors  visit  any  cases  that  may  be 
on  the  register. 

Illegitimate  Infants  and  Unmarried  Mothers: 

The  only  available  institutional  provision  in  the  Area 
for  illegitimate  infants  or  unmarried  mothers  is  at  the 
Moorland  Institution,  Rawtenstall. 

Haslingden  is  an  autonomous  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authority  under  the  Lancashire  County  Scheme 
for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children,  made  in  pursuance  of 
Circular  2866  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  submitted  for 
approval  under  Section  204  of  (lie  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Special  Medical  Examinations. 

The  following  medical  examinations  have  been,  made 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Examinations  for  Superannuation  ...  ...  ...  21 
Examinations  for  other  purposes  ...  -...  ...  3 


Section  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances 


Water : 


The  water  supply  of  ITaslingden  is  obtained  mainly 
from  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board,  partly  from  the  Acc- 
rington and  District  Gas  and  Water  Board  and  partly  from 
springs  and  wells.  Of  the  5,255  inhabited  houses  on  the 
rate  books  at  the  end  of  1946,  4,536  or  86.3%  are  supplied 
by  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board,  161  or  3.1%  by  the 
Accrington  and  District  Gas  and  Water  Board,  and  the 
remaining  558  houses,  or  10.6%  of  the  total,  obtain  their 
supply  from  springs  and  wells.  All  the  water  supplied  by 
the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  and  by  the  Accrington  and 
District  Gas  and  Water  Board  is  delivered  direct  to  the 
consumer,  neither  of  these  authorities  delivering  water  by 
stand  pipes. 

Of  the  5,255  houses  in  the  Area,  approximately  40% 
are  supplied  with  their  own  baths. 

The  bulk  of  the  water  supplied  in  this  area  is  now 
treated  with  lime  for  plumbo-solvency,  and  the  results  of 
this  treatment  are  proving  satisfactory.  One  sample  of  tap 
water  from  the  mains  of  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board 
was  submitted  for  examination  for  suspected  lead  con- 
tamination, and  the  analysis  showed  this  sample  to  be  free 
from  lead. 

Extensions  to  the  existing  mains  of  the  Irwell  Valley 
Water  Board  were  laid  during  the  year,  for  the  purposes  of 
new  housing  development. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  : 

The  sewage  disposal  works  are  under  the  control  of  a 
Joint  Board  and  deal  with  the  sewage  of  the  three  Rossen- 
clale  Valley  towns,  Bacup,  Haslingden  and  Rawtenstall. 
The  plant  is  situated  at  the  lowest  point  in  the  area,  and 
the  method  of  treatment  is  precipitation  and  filtration  with 
outfall  into  the  River  Irwell, 
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There  are  still  a number  of  houses  not  connected  to 
public  servers,  but  these  are  mostly  in  outlying  districts 
and  farms. 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

The  figures  below  show  the  closet  accommodation  of 
the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year : — 

1.  Privy  middens — No.  of  middens...  • 2 

(a  reduction  of  1 on  last  year) 

2.  No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 2 

3.  Number  of  pail  closets 145 

4.  Number  of  fresh-water  closets...  ...  ...  ...  % ..  2292 

5.  Number  of  waste-water  closets  ...  .......  2330 

6.  Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)...  5 

7.  Number  of  moveable  ashbins  ...  ...  .......  ...  ...  4938 

145  pail  closets  are  still  in  use.  These  are  scattered  all 
over  the  Borough,  and  the  work  of  conversion  is  being  held 
up  owing  to  the  absence  of  suitable  sewers  or  the  lack  of 
town’s  water  supply,  in  many  cases  the  head  of  water  not 
being  sufficient  to  feed  the  flushing  cisterns  of  f'resli-water 
closets. 

Table  III  shows  the  particulars  of  conversions  during 

1946. 


TABLE  III. 

CONVERSIONS. 


No.  of  privy  closets 

To  fresh  w.c’s. 

To  waste  w.c’s. 

1 To  pails,  etc. 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  pail  closets 

To  fresh  w.c’s. 

To  waste  w.c’s. 

15 

Nil 

No.  of  waste  w.c’s.  to  fresh  w.c’s. 

6 

No  of  houses  at  which  movable  ashbins 
have  been  substituted  for  fixed  rtceptacles 

1 
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Public  Cleansing : 

There  are  now  five  fixed  ashpits  in  use  and  with  the 
exception  of  these,  all  the  Borough  is  now  using  portable 
galvanised  iron  ashbins. 

Household  refuse  is  collected  bi-weekly  by  the  two 
refuse  collection  vehicles  employed  by  the  Council  for  this 
purpose.  These  vehicles  also  deal  with  the  collection  of 
salvage.  Nightsoil  scavenging  is  carried  out  once  per 
week  by  means  of  a horse  drawn  tank.  Street  cleansing 
is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation’s  General  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Three  new  vehicles  have  been  ordered  for  scavenging 
purposes  and  it  is  anticipated  that  these  will  be  made 
available  during  1947. 


The  two  refuse  collection  vehicles  have  dealt  with  the 


following  materials  : — 


No.  of'  loads 


Ashbin  refuse  ...  ...  ...  1996 

Ashpit  refuse  11 

Other  materials  ....... 85 


Total  2092 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  two  refuse  collection 
vehicles  have  collected  bedding  for  destruction  from  eleven 
houses. 

The  whole  of  the  town  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  on 
the  controlled  tip  at  Prinny  Hill.  The  amount  of  refuse 
and  other  material  dealt  with  on  the  tip  during  the  year  is 
shown  below  : — * 

No.  of  loads. 

Loads  tipped  by  refuse  collection  vehicles  2092 
Street  sweepings,  excavations,  etc.  from 

the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  407 
Loads  tipped  by  private  traders,  contrac- 
tors, etc  ...  -. 565 

Total  ...  ...  3064 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area: 

Details  of'  the  inspection  work  carried  out  during  1946 
are  shown  in  Table  IT, 
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TABLE  IV. 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Public  Health  Acts ) 7 3 

Housing  Act 35 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections: — 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  9 

Butchers’  shops 48 

Other  food  preparing  places  ...  ...  211 

Market ...  ...  ...  168 

Farms...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  12 

Milk  Samples ...  ...  ...  38 

Common  Lodging-houses ...  49 

Infectious  disease  and  disinfection  55 

Factory  and  workshop  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Tips  and  Ashes  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  449 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  99 

Drains  and  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  175 

Water  samples 1 

Offensive  trades 3 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  ...  67 

Work  in  progress ...  ...  122 

Work  completed ...  ...  ...  32j 

Smoke  observations  ....  13 

Common  yards,  passages,  etc.  ...  172 

Interviews  ...  §32 

Places  of  public  entertainment  ...  ...  ] 

Others ...  ...  ...  ...  333 

Water  supply  ...  ...  15 

L.C.C.  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938  27 
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I11  Table  V are  given  particulars  of  : — 

(a)  Notices  served  and  complied  with ; 

(b)  Defects  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied, 
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TABLE  V. 

(a)  NOTICES. 


Served. 

Complied 

with 

Formal  notices  ..  

6 

5 

Informal  notices  ...  ... 

1 214 

224 

(b)  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS. 

Discovered 

Remedied 

Dwelling-houses : 

Lighting  and  ventilation 

2 

— 

Food  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

Washing  accommodation 

1 

1 

Dampness  

8 

6 

Water  supply  ...  

1 

1 

Yard  paving  

— 

5 

Insufficient  ashbins  

1 

1 

Defective  ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ... 

211 

221 

Insanitary  pail  closets 

15 

13 

Insufficient  closet  accommoda- 
tion   ... 

3 . 

4 

Defective  waste  water  closets 

101 

73 

Defective  fresh  water  closets 

18 

12 

Defective  drains 

16 

13 

Chimneys  ...  ...  

1 

1 

Roofs  ...  ...  

14 

10 

Eavesgu iters  ...  ...  ... 

10 

7 

Rain-water  pipes  

8 

2 

Defective  stonework  to  exter- 
nal wall  ....... 

1 

Fractured  external  wall 

3 

2 

Fractured  internal  wall  ...  ... 

5 

1 

Pointing  ...  

6 

2 

Defective  plaster  ... 

18 

9 

Defective  sink  ...  ... 

3 

6 

,,  sink  waste  pipe  ... 

4 

2 

,,  fire-ranges  ... 

10 

3 

,,  windows 

9 

10 

, , floors  

7 

3 

,,  doors  and  frames  ... 

8 

5 

,,  gas  pipes 

— 

1 

,,  electrical  appliances 

— 

1 

Absence  of  cooking  facilities 

2 

4 

Insanitary  privy  midden  ... 

1 

— 

Inadequate  water  supply...  .. ... 

1 

— 

Defective  yard  wall 

1 

1 

Defective  yard  gate. . . 

1 

1 

Accumulation  of  refuse  

1 

— 

Totals 


491 


421 
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Smoke  Abatement : 

Thirteen  routine  observations  of  the  emission  of 
smoke  from  mill  chimneys  were  taken  during'  the  year, 
and  in  three  of  these  the  emission  of  smoke  exceeded  the 
time  limit  of  two  minutes  per  half  hour.  These  three 
cases  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 
Black  smoke  was  emitted  for  a total  of  thirty-eight 
minutes,  an  average  of  2.9  minutes  per  observation. 

W orks  Managers  and  Boilermen  have  been  very 
co-operative  in  the  matter  of  excess  smoke  emission,  and 
advice  has  been  given  in  several  instances  as  to  the  best 
methods  to  adopt  to  ensure  maximum  combustion  with 
the  present  inferior  quality  of  fuel  being  supplied. 


Swimming  Baths: 

The  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  provide  one 
plunge  bath,  six  slipper  baths  and  two  medical  (Zotofoam) 
baths. 

The  water  in  the  plunge  bath  is  treated  by  filtration, 
chlorination  and  aeration  under  pressure,  and  is  chemically 
treated  by  sulphate  of  alumina  and  soda.  The  water  is 
tested  three  times  daily  for  pH  value,  for  residual  chlorine 
and  for  temperature.  The  pool  capacity  is  approximately 
76,000  gallons  and  there  is  a complete  turnover  of  the 
water  each  Sb  hours. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs: 

Two  cases  of  infestation  of  bed  bugs  hate  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year,  both  in  private  dwelling-houses. 
One  case  was  treated  with  “ Zaldecide  ” and  the  other  with 
“ Therm otox  ” fumigator,  both  with  good  results. 


Clothing  infested  with  vermin  may  be  disinfected  at 
the  steam  disinfector. 
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Offensive  Trades : 

There  is  one  offensive  trade  carried  on  within  the 
Borough,  viz  : a soap  boiler.  The  premises  receive  periodic 
inspection. 

Factory  Act,  1937: 

Twenty-two  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the 
year,  of  premises  registered  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937. 

Fresh-water  closets  were  installed  at  one  factory  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  this  brought  about  the  abolition  of  fifteen 
pail  closets. 

Shops  and  Offices : 

Ninety-nine  routine  visits  and  inspections  were  made 
during  the  year,  of  shops  in  the  district.  No  action  was 
found  necessary  with  regard  to  offices. 

Common  Lodging-houses,  etc. : 

There  are  two  common  lodging-houses  registered  in 
the  Borough,  both  of  which  are  situated  in  Town  Ward. 
Forty-nine  inspections  were  made  of  these  two  premises 
during  the  year. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928: 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  town  where  rag  flock  is 
manufactured,  and  so  far  as  is  known  none  is  being  sold 
or  used. 

Camp  Sites : 

There  have  been  no  licenses  issued  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  no  areas  were  used  for  camping  purposes. 

Schools : 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  fairly  satis- 
factory and  is  gradually  improving.  All  schools  are 
supplied  with  water  from  the  Town’s  mains.  No  schools 
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were  closed  during*  tire  year  on  account  of  infectious 
disease.  Tliere  was  a minor  outbreak  of  diplitlreria  at  the 
ITaslingden  Modern  School  which  was  checked  without 
the  necessity  of  closing  the  school,  and  further  particulars 
of  this  are  given  in  Section  F of  this  report. 

Rodent  Control : 

Test  baiting  of  rather  more  than  10%  of  the  sewer 
manholes  in  the  Borough  (43),  was  carried  out  during 
1946.  At  nine  points  only  was  any  “ take  ” of  bait 
registered.  The  Ministry  procedure  of  pre-baiting  and 
poison  baiting  was  followed  in  each  of  these  manholes, 
and  at  one  point  only,  a “ take  ’’  of  poison  bait  was 
registered.  The  results  of  this  test  indicate  only  a very 
small  rat  population  in  the  sewers. 

With  regard  to  private  premises,  a small  number  of 
minor  infestations  were  successfully  dealt  with,  using  the 
accepted  rodent  control  methods. 

Including  test  baiting  of  sewers  and  inspection  and 
treatment  of  private  premises,  sixty-seven  visits  were  made 
during  1946. 

From  results  experienced,  it  would  appear  that  the 
de  gree  of  rat  infestation  in  the  Borough,  underground  and 
surface,  is  low. 
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Section  D 


Housing 


Housing  Conditions: 

A large  number  of  two  and  three  bedroom  type  houses 
are  required,  as  many  existing  pottage  houses,  which 
would  have  been  demolished  but  for  the  serious  housing 
shortage*  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair  and  no  doubt  will 
be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Lack  of  labour  and  materials  also  presents  a major 
obstacle  to  the  essential  repair  and  maintenance  of  exist- 
ing dwellings. 

Statistics : 

Number  of  new  houses  erected- during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 


under  (b) ) -. . . ...  ...  42 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority . 41 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil. 

(0)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  1 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ........  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  - Nil. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspec- 
ted for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  290 
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(b)  Number  pf  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  . . 651 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  290 

Remedy  of  Refects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  formal  notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  •. ..  ...  224 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

1.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(A)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
housing  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  6 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
housing  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: — 

(i)  By  owners  - ...  5 


(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil, 
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Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding: 

Without  a re-survey,  it  is  impossible  to  state  the 
position  with  regard  to  overcrowding,  as  movements  of 
families,  additions  to  families,  marriages,  etc.,  have  made 
the  existing  statistical  information  obsolete.  An  important 
matter  is  the  number  of  young  couples  who  have  married 
during  the  war  and  now  live  at  one  or  other  of  the  parents 
houses.  This  problem  can  only  be  solved  by  new  building. 


Section  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision 

of  rood. 
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Milk: 

Tlie  number  of  cowkeepers  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  Go,  all  of  whom  have  their  premises  regis- 
tered as  dairy  farms.  In  the  majority  of  these  cases,  the 
milk  is  sold  by  retail,  either  from  the  open  kit  or  in  bottles. 

Many  of  the  farms  are  situated  in  outlying  areas  of  the 
district  and  difficulty  is  experienced  in  paying  an  adequate 
number  of  visits.  Every  attempt  is  being  made,  however, 
to  make  as  many  inspections  per  year  as  possible.  During 
1946,  115  such  inspections  were  made.  Improvements  are 
necessary  at  approximately  50%  of  the  farm  premises  in 
order  to  bring  them  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  but  improvements  already 
made  are  being  maintained  and  the  interests  of  farmers 
to  bring  their  premises  up  to  modern  requirements  stimula- 
ted by  personal  contact.  This  work  is  being  retarded  by 
the  general  shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  During  1946, 
structural  alterations  were  carried  out  at  one  farm  in  the 
district,  embracing  new  standings,  channels,  improved 
lighting  and  ventilation,  and  also  the  construction  of  a new 
dairy. 

In  addition  to  the  farms  enumerated  above,  there  are 
42  dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk  on  the  register 
other  than  cowkeepers.  Most  of  these  are  tradesmen  who 
sell  milk  in  bottles  and  whose  premises  are  periodically 
visited  and  inspected. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1923  and  1936: 

Six  farms  in  the  Borough  produce  Accredited  milk 
and  one  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

One  dealer's  licence  with  regard  to  the  retail  distribu- 
tion of  Pasteurised  milk  was  issued  by  this  Local  Authority 
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Examination  of  Milk  Supplies: 

Particulars  of  tlie  Bacteriological  examination  of  milk 
during  1946,  are  given  in  Table  VI. 

TABLE  VI. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  EXAMINA- 
TION OF  MILK  DURING  1946 


Particulars  of 
Examination 

No 

of  Samples 

Total 

Neg- 

ative 

Pos- 

itive 

Satis- 

factorv 

%> 

JNot- 

Satis- 

factory 

No.  of 
Farms 

Bacillus  Coli 

35 

— 

— 

28 

7 

\ 

Methylene 

Blue 

35 

21 

14 

i 

■ 35 

Biological  for 
Tuberculosis 

32 

30 

2 

32 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods: 

In  January,  1940,  private  slaughtering  ceased,  all 
slaughtering  being  subject  to  Government  control  from 
that  date.  No  Government  slaughterhouse  was  established 
in  Haslingden,  local  butchers’  obtaining  their  meat  from 
Accrington  Abattoir. 

Visits  are  paid  periodically  to  shops  and  all  premises 
where  foodstuffs  are  stored  or  are  in  course  of  preparation. 
The  Market  is  visited  each  Market  Day,  i.e.  Tuesday  and 
Saturday.  The  number  of  visits  paid  for  tlie  purpose  of 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection  during  the  year  was  436. 

During  the  year,  34  pigs  were  inspected  at  private 
slaughterhouses  where  permits  had  been  given  for 
slaughtering  to  take  place. 
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The  following  foodstuffs  were-  condemned  during  1946 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  have  been  dealt  with 


as  directed  bv  the  Government : — 

t/ 

Tinned  Meats  .....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 J lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables ...  ...  ...  138J  lbs. 

Tinned  Soups  ...  .....  ...  ...  ...  ...  41  j lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  ...  - ......  23  lbs. 

Fresh  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -. ..  ...  196  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruits 39  Jbs. 

Fresh  Fruit  - .......  ...  ...  ......  12  1 bs. 

Tinned  Milk  .........  156|  lbs. 

Prepared  Chocolate...  ...  ......  ...  .......  201  lbs. 

Fried  Eggs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42  lbs. 

Margarine  ...  ...  114  lbs. 

Butter...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64  lbs. 

Tinned  Syrup...  ........................  2 lbs. 


Total  ...  1006|  lbs. 

Public  Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1934: 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  during 
the  year. 

Bakehouses : 

There  are  38  bakehouses  on  the  register,  some  of  them 
being  small  confectionery  businesses,  where  baking  is  done 
in  the  living-room.  There  are  still  a few  underground  bake- 
houses on  the  register. 

Adulteration,  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations 
of  Food : 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Ad-ultcra 
tsbfspp?  Act,  1938,  and  other  Food  Orders  and  Regulations, 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council, 
their  representatives  taking  all  required  samples. 


Section  F 


Prevalence  of 
and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


TABLE  VII. 

NOTIFICA I IOIv  S OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  RECEIVED  DURING 
__ THE  YEAR  1946. 

ll  I II 

Total  (Jases  Notified  j ||  Hospital 
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TABLE  VIII. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1946. 
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General  Observations: 


other  than  tuberculosis,  were  received  from  Medical  Prac- 
titioners during1  1946.  Apart  from  a limited  outbreak  of 
diphtheria  in  April-May,  and  practically  confined  to  one 
department  of  one  school,  there  lias  been  no  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease  of  note  during  the  year. 

The  address  of  each  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
is  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  as  soon  as  possible  after 
receipt  of  the  notification. 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1927: 

No  primary  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed  during 
the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Supply  of  Sera  Vaccines,  etc. : 

' Prophylatic  alum  precipitated  toxoid  for  the  im- 
munisation of  children  against  diphtheria,  is  supplied  free 
to  Medical  Practitioners. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  for  the  treatment  of  cases  is  also 
supplied  free  to  Medical  Practitioners. 

Diphtheria  immunisation: 

The  percentage  of  children  now  immunised  is  as 
follows : — - 


Under  5 years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  

Between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years 


42.92% 

95.84% 


Table  IX  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of  injections 
given  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  IX. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


1st 

injection 

2nd 

Injection 

Pre-School  Children  ... 

201 

177 

School  Children 

148 

143 

Adnlts... 

Nil 

Nil 

No  post-Schick  tests  were  undertaken  during-  the  year. 


Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations: 


Table  X shows  the  results  of 


bacteriological  examina- 


tions made  during  1946. 


TABLE  X. 

BACTERIO  LOOT CA  L EXAMINATIONS  DURING 

1946. 


Particulars  of  Examination 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria —Throat  Swabs  ... 

6 

22 

28 

Other  Swabs  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Virulence  Tests 

... 

• • » 

Venereal  Disease — 

Wasserman  Reaction.. 

• « . 

• • • 

• • • 

Kahn  Reaction 

• • • 

, , , 

• • • 

For  Gonococci 

... 

... 

• • • 

Other  Examinations — 

Dysentery — Faeces  ... 

• • • 

3 

3 
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Infectious  Disease  in  Schools: 

During  tlie  period  April- May,  1946,  a minor  outbreak 
of  diphtheria  occurred  amongst  school  children  of  the  Has- 

lingden  Modern  School,  some  twenty-eight  cases  being 

» 

notified.  All  contacts  were  excluded  and  the  outbreak  was 
checked  without  the  necessity  of  closing  the  school. 

The  outbreak  was  of  a mild  type,  probably  mitis,  but 
typing  was  not  carried  out. 

Hospital  Treatment: 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Hospital  Board,  accommodation  is  available  at  the  Florence 
Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury,  for  cases  of  smallpox  and 
other  notifiable  infectious  diseases.  A retaining  fee  is  paid 
to  the  Board  and  patients  are  not  required  to  contribute 
to  the  cost  of  treatment.  Beds  are  available  as  required 
and  the  accommodation  lias  always  been  sufficient  to  meet 
our  requirements. 

A case  is  admitted  to  the  hospital  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  where  necessary  in 
the  case  of  severe  illness  or  the  absence  of  facilities  for 
isolation  at  home. 

Tuberculosis : 

Each  case  of  tuberculosis  is  visited  by  the  Tuberculo- 
sis Nurse  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  as  soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  notification. 
Fourteen  cases  were  visited  during  the  year,  the  number 
of  visits  paid  being  152.  Where  desirable,  Sanatorium  or 
Hospital  treatment  is  arranged  for  after  consultation 
between  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  Medical  Practi- 
tioner concerned. 
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At  tlie  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  65  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  register,  14  cases  were  added  and  24 
cases  taken  off  the  register,  leaving  a total  of  55  cases  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

cj 

The  examination  of  sputum  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispen- 
sary, Accrington,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Area 
Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Of  60  such  specimens  examined  during  1946,  6 were  positive 
and  54  negative. 

Table  XI  gives  details  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  and  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1946. 
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TABLE  XL 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  OASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1946. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Death's 

- 

Respiratory 

Noil- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Years 

0 1 

1 

1 

1-5 

. . . 

1 

... 

5-10 

l 

1 

# • « 

... 

• • • 

10-15 

. . . 

• . . 

... 

... 

15-20 

... 

... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

20-25 

. . . 

• 

... 

... 

... 

• * * 

... 

... 

25-35 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

35-45 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

45  55 

1 

• • • 

... 

1 

... 

55  65 

2 

1 

r « • 

1 

65  and 
upwards 

• • • 

• • • 

! 

1 

... 

... 

4 

3 

1 

5 

4 

1 

• • • 

< « < 

— - 

7 

6 

5 
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Iii  no  instance  lias  there  been  any  wilful  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify ; the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  this 
district  being  most  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  excessive  incidents  of, 
or  mortality  from  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupa- 
tion in  the  area. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  during  ihe 
year  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  relating  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Animal  and  Insect  Pests: 

In  several  cases,  advice  has  been  given  and  poisons 
supplied  for  the  suppression  of  rats  and  cockroaches. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation: 

Xo  special  provision  is  made  for  the  cleansing  of 
verminous  persons.  Formalin  lamps  are  used  for  the 
disinfecting  of  rooms,  whilst  bedding  and  clothing  are 
disinfected  by  passing  them  through  a steam  disinfector. 

Table  XII  gives  particulars  of  disinfection  during 
1946. 


54 


TABLE  XI I. 

DISINFECTION  DURING  1946. 


Disease  etc 

Number  of 
Rooms 

Number  of 

Articles 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

34 

Diphtheria 

52 

582 

Tuberculosis 

6 

40 

Vermin,  etc 

7 

21 

Total 

68 

677 

(Number  of  bouses...  ...  52) 

(Number  of  Schools  1) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a number  of  library  books 
have  been  fumigated,  and  a quantity  of  bedding  and  other 
articles  destroyed. 
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